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FOREWORD

Dr M NARASIMITIACHARY
Professor & Head

Depaxtment of Vaishnavism

Universty of Madras

MADRAS 600 005

Years ago Dr F Otto Schrader 1n his pioneering
work, “Introduction to Paficaratra and the Ahirbu-
dhnya Samhita” made a revealing statement that the
Paficaratra offers abundant scope for aspiring scholars
to pursue probing studies 1nto its rech and virgn
Iiterature  True to his prophetic observation, a
number of scholars- Castern and Western have been
ovincing great interest wn the Paficaratra and bringing
out a rumber of works, big and small, concerning
some aspect or other of 1ts vast lore The present
attempt by the young and promising scholar,
Dr Narasimha Reddy to study the Yogapada of the
Padma Samhita (a Paficaratra text) in comparison
with Pntaﬁjah’.s/y'ogﬂsulra 1s another step in that
direction This s(mi)y, written 1n Telugu was awarded
the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 1n Sanskuit by
the Sr1 Venkateswara University, Tirppatt

In the course of thls)study, the author has brought
out a number of interesting points concerning the
Yogasutra and the Yogapada, revealing his deep eru
dition and’ keen power of analytical outlook As for
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the rationale behind making “Yoga’ one of the four
Padas of the Paiicaratra Agamas Dr Reddy points
out that since the Carya and Kriy aspects need full
concentration of mind, treatment of yoga ’ becomes
an invariable component of these texts It has to be
ponted out that this need was felt even by the com
posers/promulgators of the Saiva, Sakta and others
Agamas as well

Stnce the very mention of the name ‘“‘yogn”
brings to one s mind the masterly treatise of Patafijali,
1t 18 but reasonable to compare 1t with the ‘'yogn’
content of the Agamas An important observition
made by Dr Reddy 1s that while Patafij’s Yoga
was an end 1n 1tself, the Yogn of the Pificaratra has
‘become a means towards the worship of the Divine

‘The present work has several plus points to 1ts
credit It deals with the “yoga’ element of the Paii~
caratra literature especially of the Padma Samhita,
on which not much work was done before It also
examines the Yogasutra of Patafjali in the light of
the ‘ yoga” aspect, and attempts a very laudable com
parison of the two As such this work nray also arounse
mterest 1 scholtrs for sumilar attempts mn the
Agamas of other schools, say, in the Vaikhanasa
Agamas of the Vaishnava lore 1tself, and also 1n the
Saivr and Sakta Agamas Thereforé I wish to con-
giatulate Dr S B Raghunadhacharya who sugges—
ted this topic to Dr Nag#supha Reddy and sapervised
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the work and also the latter who carried out the task
with remarkable skill and 1n commendable quality-

Finally, one word about the medmum 1n which
this important wotk has cotne out: It 1s written 1n
Telugu 1n a styletiiat is bweet and simple. But the
fact remains that 1t cannot lay ¢laim to a Pan-Indian
level of and i It s d 1
that such mportant works, dodtoral dissertations
discussing topics of a pan-Indian nature are written
1n English, or 1n Sanskrit the language 1 which the
Agamas are handed down to us. The-author will per-
haps do"well in preparing a reliable English version
of this work so that the fruits of his otherwise
“hidden” scholarship could be shared by all those
who are interested in this branch of literature.

T however, do agree that even within its “limited”
scope, the present work will have a very encouraging
reception and favourable reaction-

16~7-1990 M. NARASIMHACHARY
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Introduction P 1
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patanjali by name He¢ collécted all the facts evi
» idences ahd researehes 1n psychology and took

advantage of il the experiences accumalated
in the past

Th> complete works Vol 2 p 27



98

woEB ¥ JrXEE St B9%n  GrELE SdoudY
ZDoBHBBER T 0o 0 b Trchived BohYEdorr
BODHE 0B g Sools rRNsyBS0 &ﬁ"ﬁ ‘65)335 oo B

EDoBBHES o0 B ErchImes; Y oR)Fdom B0
B oddn

wEozd B9%0 Few B BHodreoddd Souededd
TR wd T oRBAS o Frrpdgm JEaS Hod Heol
85 erfd) 89 7 4505 $ol8 BreR8E )8R0 EDoswdBER
D I aNSBH 16 Ieord Q8 dod SEDEE 55D ed
(D050 & DBy Do 39 § wonds FToind HSond
FErAGEJE 508 SDOBIR By& 47

3 B 88 (A B keith) 5 85) osorers dRi #Jed
06 895 soad Jﬁ-fma‘%a’baoéﬁa BounofodHd W;%@&g‘ﬁ
TEEN Sl Srgsnenth §Sad domod 96 B9F 43S
FEroloBdh $ouodoRSED ud T aRdTBH  Dodyy KNI
TragE & dhath HECcudE Bl S (B8 Y aHd SSewdY 8PS

B0 P00 BoSoedis  TESed ol wohrdow
B 48

46 Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics

Vol 12 p, 851

47, BogemrossE B 183

48 The yoga Sutra 15 not an early work 1t seems to
recognise the Viynanavada school of Buddhism,
which in all probability, belougs to the 4th
CAD and the popular identification of
patanjali with the author of the Mahabhaghya 1s
clearly untenable
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